?Ron Moten frightens St. Pete quarterback
Johnny Newsome around the outside.
The awesome Clearwater offensive line,
led by Tornado quarterback Walt Bowlin,
faces Northeast. ?
...season
the county. Going into the game
both teams had only suffered
one defeat and the loser could
be counted out of the race.
Unfortunately, the Tornadoes
fell behind 14-0 at the half,
and came one point short of a
victory, finishing the game
14-13. With this loss came the
Tornadoes' third crucial one-
point loss in two years. Now
the Tornadoes found themselves
technically out of contention.
Captain Gary Ingman said, "The
reason for our loss to North-
east was due to the fact that
we had just come off with a big
win against Lakewood, and
Northeast was a good team. We
made a few mistakes defensively
which resulted in Viking touch-
downs. Also, the offense made
a couple of mistakes which
should have resulted in touch-
downs for us." Dave agreed,
"We were having bad practices
that week, and we didn't get
fired up about Northeast. We
were still thinking about our
victory over Lakewood." But
Coach Nicely said, "No one should
blame my boys for the loss. I
made a couple of bad decisions,
such as not going for a field
goal, and calling a wrong play
on the one yard line. I also
feel I didn't correctly prepare
my team mentally for the game."
Although out of contention,
the Tornadoes played with the
same desire as before. After
falling behind 18-7 to Gibbs,
Clearwater rallied to a 22-18
Homecoming victory. Then in the
traditional final regular season
game, Clearwater walloped the
"farmers from down Largo way,"
42-19.
Since Clearwater had such a
fine record against Pinellas
County teams, they were invited
to the Kiwanis-sponsored Sun-
coast Bowl. Their cross-the-
bay opponent was Hillsborough
who had an 8-3 record. The
Tornadoes proved their talents
as they thrashed this number 12
ranked team in the state, 21-6.
"This was an excellent finish for
our season," said Coach Nicely.
He continued, "We proved we could
compete successfully with a top
ranked team."
The season ended with the
Tornadoes falling short of the
Conference title, yet Gary said
of the season, "We proved by
beating Hillsborough that we
were the best in Pinellas County,
but the breaks didn't go our way.
One point. . . that's all
it took. If we had one point,
we would've been playing Tampa
Plant instead of Lakewood."
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